Faith community nurses: implementing Healthy People standards to promote the health of elderly clients.
The face of aging in our society has changed dramatically over the past generation. Many seniors struggle to access needed services, which include health promotion and disease prevention activities. A “Parish Nurse Questionnaire” was developed by the authors using the Healthy People 2010 Critical Health Indicators, the International Parish Nurse Resource Center functions of the parish (faith community) nurse, and the ANA Scope and Standards for Faith Community Nurses to ascertain if, and how frequently, faith community nurses practice interventions that address strategies mandated by theses organizations. Data collected on 102 participants supported that the faith community nurse model of community-based practice guides the development of strategies addressing those established standards. Those who provide health promotion and disease prevention activities in faith communities serve as viable partners with community initiatives, which may help to provide more seamless and efficient services to the elder in the community.